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ranges of Mount Seir, and in the neighbourhood of the
ancient sanctuary of Kadesh-barnea, wliose site at 'Aiu.
Kadis has been rediscovered in our own day " (Asiatic
Quarterly Review, July 1893).

Yemen.

The west coast of Arabia is comprised in the Turkish
vilayets of Hejas and Yemen, which have no well-defined
limits towards the interior. Theoretically El -Hejas
stretches in the north half across the peninsula, where
it is supposed to meet the eastern district of El-Hasa}
which is now included in the vilayet of Basra. But
between these two provinces lies the powerful state of the
Emir of the Shamrnar, which cannot properly be regarded
as forming part of the Ottoman dominions. El -Hejas,
however, extends beyond the coast range inland far
enough to include the cities of Medina and Mecca and
the whole of the El-Asir district bordering southwards
on Yemen, which comprises the rest of the south-west
coast down to the neighbourhood of Aden. The two
vilayets have thus a total length of about 1200 miles,
varying in breadth from 60 'to 150 between the sea
and the western limits of Wejd. El-Hejas consists mainly
of the sandy, barren, and torrid plain of the Tehama,
varying from 30 to 80 miles in width along the coast,
and of the mountain range or highlands with a mean
elevation of 3000 feet, separating it from Nejd. The
Tehama, which term is by some writers applied to the
whole seaboard from above Jidda to Mokha, but by
others restricted to the southern section between Yemen
and the coast, seems to have formerly formed part of
the bed of the sea, from which it has been slowly
upheaved. It abounds in marine fossils and saline
deposits, and appears to be advancing according as the